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QUESTION

What is the Action History function, and how is it used within my Chief Architect product?

ANSWER

Available in Chief Architect X16, Home Designer 2025, and newer program versions, the
Action History function and its associated side window allow you to access recent
undoable actions in the current plan or layout file.

To view and use the Action History

1. The Action History side window is off by default. To enable its display, navigate to
View> Action History [,

When displayed, the Action History side window will be docked on the left
side of the program window, below the Tool Palette. But like other side
windows, it can be moved to your desired location.
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. In the Action History window, you will see line items representing each recent action
that has taken place with one or more objects or settings in a dialog. Alongside each
line item is a tool icon indicating the name of the drawing tool, edit tool, or dialog
used. If an object was edited, its object type and information about how it was edited
are also stated.

Starting with X17 and Home Designer 2026, a sort option is available when clicking the
Settings £ cog wheel located at the bottom of the side window; you can choose
between New to Old =, or Old to New _.

Note: Up to 50 of the most recent actions are listed by default. The maximum list
length is tied to the Maximum Undos value located on the General panel of the
Preferences dialog.

o Actions are listed in chronological order with the most recent at the top of the list.
The selected line item is highlighted and reflects the current state of the file. Items
below the selected line item are past actions that can be undone.
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o Clicking on a prior line item will make that action the most recent and effectively
undo all line items above it.
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o Clicking on a gray line item above the selected line item will redo any actions up to
that point.
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o Once a new action has been initiated, all gray line items above the existing



selected item will be removed and can no longer be referenced or selected.
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Related Articles

a Customizing Toolbars (/support/article/KB-00811/customizing-toolbars.html

#l Resetting the Side Windows (https://www.chiefarchitect.com/support/article/KB-
00654/resetting-the-side-windows.html)

#l Resetting the Size and Position of the Side Windows in Home Designer
/support/article/KB-00179/resetting-the-size-and-position-of-the-side-windows-in-

home-designer.html)
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