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Creating an Attached Porch

Reference Number: KB-01086
Last Modified: December 17, 2025

This article also applies to the following legacy products:
Pro | Architectural | Suite

QUESTION

| would like to know how to create an attached porch on my plan. How can | accomplish
this task in Home Designer?

ANSWER


https://www.homedesignersoftware.com/

An attached porch can be created by utilizing the railing tools to create a porch room, and
then defining the railings to create a lean to roof. For the purpose of this example we will
begin by creating a simple shaped structure.

To create the initial structure

1. Select Build> Wall> Straight Exterior Wall £ then click and drag out your walls to
create a basic rectangular structure.

For this example, we created a basic 20' x 30" structure.
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2. Next, select the left wall of the building, and click on the Open Object | | edit button
to display the Wall Specification dialog.

3. On the RooF panel, select the Full Gable Wall radio button, then click OK to confirm
the change.



™, Wall Specification

General Roof Options

Structure ) High Shed/Gable Wall
Roof

Foundation Knee Wall

Wall Types (O Dutch Gable Wall () Extend Slope Downward

Wall Covering
Rail Style

Mewels/Balusters Include Automatic End Truss Above
Railz

Materials Pitch Options
Label

Components

] Roof Cuts Wall at Bottom

Pitch Vertical in12
Object Information (] Upper Pitch
Upper Pitch B in12

Starts at Height: 146 15/16

In from Baszeline: 45 1/2

4. Repeat this process on the right wall of the building so that both 20" walls are marked
as Full Gable Walls.

To create the attached porch

1. Next, select Build> Railing and Deck> Straight Railing [, then click and drag out
three railings to create an enclosed room on the front of the structure.

For our example, the front railing will be 7' out from the exterior wall.




2. After creating the railings, use the Select Objects [; tool to select the newly created
room, then click on the Open Object J | edit button.

3. On the GENERAL panel of the Room Specification dialog that opens, change the
Room Type to Porch, then click OK.

4. Select the left railing and click on the Open Object | | edit button to display the
Railing Specification dialog:

™, Railing Specification

General General
Structure [ Foundation Wall
Roof
Foundation Railing
Wall Types (T Terrain Retaining Wall
Wall Covering (] Attic Wall
Rail Style — e
Mewels/Balusters Thickness: 4 1/2"
Rails .
Materials Wall Length: &4
Label Wall Angle:  0.0°
Components . —
Object Information Lock: O start O Center O End
Options
" [ Mo Reom Moldings Exterior
[[J Mo Room Definition [ Mo Room Moldings Interior
Mo Locate Autormnatically Generated Wall
Ignored by Hide Exterior Walls

o On the GENERAL panel, place a check in the Invisible box.
o On the RooF panel, select the Full Gable Wall radio button.

o Click OK to confirm the changes and close the dialog.

5. Repeat this process for the right railing as well, so that both railings are set to be
Invisible and Full Gable Walls.

6. Now, select Build> Roof> Build Roof ¢4 to display the Build Roof dialog:



™ Build Roof

Roof Build
Options [T Build Roof Planes Retain Manually Drawn Roof Planes
Structure
Line Style B Auto Rebuild Roofs Retain Edited Automatic Roof Planes
Fill Style [T Make Roof Baseline Palylines Use Existing Roof Baselines
Materials
Arrow Specifications
Label Framing Method: O Trusses © Rafters
Components
Object Informaticn Pitch (in 12): o
Reoof Styles
Roof Height
Heel Height: 77/16
B Automatic Birdsmouth Cut

Raise Off Plate (+) 49716

or Birdsmouth (-):

Birdsmouth Seat: 51/2

Vertical Structure Depth: 121/16"

Raise / Lower All Roof Planes: 0"
[ Ignore Top (1st) Floor
() same Roof Height at Exterior Walls
() same Height Eaves
B Allow Low Roof Planes

Roof Overhang
Eave: 18"
Gable: 18"
Options
Segment Angle at 15.0°
Curved Wall:
Minimurm Alcove Size: 36"

o On the Roor panel, make sure that Auto Rebuild Roofs is checked, then set the
overall Pitch (in 12) that you want for your main structure.

For the purposes of this example, we will set the Pitch (in 12) to 10".

o Once you have completed making changes in this dialog, click OK.

7. Finally, take a Camera (8] view to see the results so far.



Now that we have created our walls and railings, as well as specified the overall main pitch
for the structure, all that is left is to define the front railing.

To define the front railing

1. Use the Select Objects [; tool to select the front railing, then click on the Open
Object || edit button.
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2. In the Railing Specification dialog that opens, make the following adjustments:

o Select the RooF panel and specify a Pitch of 4" in 12, an Upper Pitch of 12" in 12,
and In From Baseline value of 7' (84").

Recall that 7' is the distance that the front railing was from the exterior wall, which
is where we want the change in pitch to occur for the roof plane.

™ Railing Specification

General Roof Options

Structure © Hip Wall ) High Shed/Gable Wall
Roof

Foundation ) Full Gable Wall ) Knee Wall

Wall Types () Dutch Gable Wall () Extend Slope Downward

Wall Covering s
Rail Style -
Mewels/Balusters N
Railz
Materials
Label

| Roof Cuts Wall at Bottom

| Include Automatic End Truss Abowve

Pitch Options

Components
Ohbject Information

Pitch: 1 & in12

Upper Pitch:

Starts at Height:

Upper Pitch
12" in12

146 1/4"

In from Baczeline: 84"

o On the RAIL STYLE panel, select the Open radio button, select the Post to Beam

radio button, then remove the checks from the Include Top Rail and Include
Bottom Rail boxes.



™, Railing Specification

General

Structure

Roof

Foundation

Wall Types

Wall Covering
Rail Style
Mewels/Balusters
Railz

Materials

Label
Components
Ohbject Information

B Specify Railing

O Balusters (O Open with Middle Rail
O Solid O Panels

(o] Open

Horizontal Offset: 0"

B Newels/Posts
) Post to Rail
© Post to Beam
(O Postto Ceiling

) Rail to Post

Start/End Posts

Start Type: Aute Post Half (F ~  End Type: Auto Post Half (F ~

Start Wall Offzet: 0" End Wall Offset: 0" @ Uniform Offsets

() Square Half Post

Top/Bottorn Rail

[ Include Bottom Rail

@ Raise/Lower Bottom: 4"

Build From

(] step Terrain |_J Generate on Low Platform

[ Fellow Terrain [_] Follow Stairs

o On the NEwELS/BALUSTERS panel, change the Newel/Posts Spacing value to 192"

so that there will only be three, instead of five posts across the front of the
structure.

You can adjust the post width on the Newels/Balusters panel and the
beam width/height can be adjusted on the Rails panel.

The Rails panel is not available in legacy Home Designer Suite.



™ Railing Specification

General Railing
Structure Height: 36"
Roof
Foundaticn Mewels/Posts
Wall Types ! .
- Width: 41/2" [ Use Wall Width
Wall Covering B
Rail Style Height: 36"
Newels/Balusters
Rails Horizontal Offset: 0"
Materials Bottom Offset: 0"
Label
Components Max Spacing: 192" On Center
Ohbject Information Type: Square v Library...
Balusters
Width: 11/4"
Spacing: 5" On Center
Type: Square Library...
Panels
Thickness: 11/2"
Type: Solid Library...

o Click OK to confirm the changes and close the dialog.

3. Take a Camera (18] view to see the results.
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