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QUESTION

| have some triangular shaped steps, or winders in my plan. How can | model these?

ANSWER

Winders are steps located where a staircase turns and are narrower on the inside of the turn than they are on
the outside. A staircase defined as a winder expands to fill in any gaps between the side of the stairs and nearby

walls. Winders can be created a variety of different ways:

e (Creating winders automatically for L and U-shaped staircases*
e (Creating stair winders manually using landings
e Adding winders using the Staircase Specification in Home Designer Pro

Creating winders automatically for L and U-shaped staircases*

*Applies to Home Designer 2021 and newer program versions.

1. Select Build> Stairs> L-Shaped Stair Blll or Build> Stairs> U-Shaped Stair ﬁ from the menu.

2. In the New Shaped Staircase dialog that opens, check Make Winders, then click OK. This will split the landing
into 2 winders for an L-shaped staircase and 4 winders for a U-shaped staircase.
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[™ Mew Shaped Staircase *

Default Direction: (®) Clockwise
() Counterdockwise

U-Shaped Stairs

Gap:

split Landing

Cancel Help

Note: The U-Shaped Stairs section only applies when using the U-Shaped Stair tool. It can be ignored
when creating L-shaped stairs.

3. Place the stairs wherever you want them and then you'll see your staircase with winders.

Creating stair winders manually using landings

1. Select Build> Stairs> Straight Stairs ;ﬁk , then click and drag to create a section of stairs with the number of
treads leading up to the winder section.

2. Using the Straight Stair ;ﬁk tool, draw another section of stairs from where the top end of the winder would
be to finish the staircase.



3. Select Build> Stairs> Landing@ tool and click to place a landing on your floor plan.
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4. Select the landing and use the diamond edit handles to reshape it into the shape of the winder step.
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5. Using the square edit handle in the middle of the landing, move the landing into position with the stairs. The



stairs and landing should automatically connect to one another once they are close enough to each other.
Continue creating landings, reshaping them, and moving them into position until all your winders are
completed.

Adding winders using the Staircase Specification in Home Designer Pro
1. Select Build> Stairs> Straight Stairs é’f‘% , then click and drag to create a section of stairs with the number of

treads leading up to the winder section.
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2. Starting at the top of the stairs, create a second stair section, drawing in the same direction as the original.
This second section will become the Winders, be sure to draw the appropriate number of treads to fit your
specific need.

3. Click to select the stairs, then click and drag the move the topmost center edit handle, holding the Alt key on
your keyboard or the Option key if you are on a Mac to create a curve in the winder section.
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4. Using the Straight Stair ;é'f% tool, draw another section of stairs at the top end of the winder to finish the
staircase.

5. Move the staircase into the corner you want it placed, and with it selected, click on the Open Object I | edit
tool.

6. In the Staircase Specification dialog that displays, check the Winders box.



[™ Intericr Staircase Specification

General Staircase Information
Style Shallow staircase reaches next level,
Stringers Best fit riser height of & 3/4” requires 17 total
Railing risers to reach 114 5/8" to next level.
Ne_welszaIusters Number of Sections: 1
R,alls Mumber of Landings: 0 .
Line Style ; o
: Mumber of Risers: 20 Rigsr o
Fill Style hognt | |7 \anee
Materials Rise Angle: 29.04 Botlom Halght
T : |-— Length —
Arrow Make Best Fit
Components
Advanced Options

(®) Automatic Treads Automatic Heights (®) Lock Top

() Lock Tread Depth Top Height Reference () Lock Bottom

() Lock Number of Treads (®) Floor/Landing

() Top Tread
[ 1gnore Subsection Boundaries
Section Tread Bottom Top Riser

MNumber Length Width Depth Treads Height Height Height  Winders
® 1-1 [329/15" | |39" 10 5/16" | & /8" 115 12" | |53/4" i"’i
O 12

39" 11y ||a 7/8" 115 12" | |53/4°

. - w7 |7 7/8" 115 1/2" | 534

7. Click OK to apply the change, and the winders will now snap into the corner.

Winders must be in a room with valid room definition. You cannot create winders in an area
composed of only 2 corner walls. If this configuration is needed, enclose the area in with Invisible
walls so that a room area is defined.

Related Articles



#l Creating a Staircase (/support/article/KB-00420/creating-a-staircase.html
al Creating Staircases Connected by Landings (/support/article/KB-00263/creating-staircases-connected-by-

landings.html)

a Creating, Moving, and Deleting Stairwells (/support/article/KB-00125/creating-moving-and-deleting-
stairwells.html)

© 2003-2023 Chief Architect, Inc. All rights reserved // Terms of Use (https://www.chiefarchitect.com/company/terms.html) // Privacy Policy

(https://www.chiefarchitect.com/company/privacy.html)


file:///support/article/KB-00420/creating-a-staircase.html
file:///support/article/KB-00263/creating-staircases-connected-by-landings.html
file:///support/article/KB-00125/creating-moving-and-deleting-stairwells.html
https://www.chiefarchitect.com/company/terms.html
https://www.chiefarchitect.com/company/privacy.html

	Creating Stair Winders
	QUESTION
	ANSWER
	Creating winders automatically for L and U-shaped staircases*
	Creating stair winders manually using landings
	Adding winders using the Staircase Specification in Home Designer Pro



